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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Ciaim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which fomis the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 , 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hamilton (#5,766,122) In view of Touchette (#4,023.789). 

Hamilton show two roller means disposed on first and second axles as shown in 
figure 2. Hamilton shows the rollers being driven by first and second gear 
members 76, 78. Hamilton does not show a slip element as claimed. However, 
Touchette teaches the concept of using a slip element clutch 324 that cooperates 
with gear 322. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the Invention to provide Hamilton with a slip clutch as taught by Touchette 
to better control the driving means. Regarding claim 5, the examiner takes 
official notice that It Is well known in the art to use washer means as claimed. 

3. Claim 2 Is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hamilton in view of Touchette as applied to claims above, and further In view of 
Wakabayashi et al (#6,568,668). Hamilton in view of Touchette do not show a 
movable blade to push a sheet through a nip as claimed. However, 
Wakabayashi et al show a blade 661 that pushes sheet means through a nip to 
form a fold. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time of the invention to provide Hamilton in view of Touchette with pushing blade 
means as taught by Wakabayshi et al to accurately fonn a fold. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

5. Claims 6-8, 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in 
the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Hamilton. Hamilton 
shows first and second roll means wherein gear means 76, 78 transmit torque 
from the first to second roller. Regarding claim 1 1 , the examiner takes official 
notice that it is well known in the art to fold a plurality of sheets simultaneously as 
claimed. 

6. Claims 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hamilton in view of Touchette. 

Hamilton does not show a slip element as claimed. However, Touchette teaches 
the concept of using a slip element clutch 324 that cooperates with gear 322. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide Hamilton with a slip clutch as taught by Touchette to better 
control the driving means. 
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7. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hamilton in view of Wakabayshi et al. Hamilton does not show a movable blade 
to push a sheet through a nip as claimed. However, Wakabayashi et al show a 
blade 661 that pushes sheet means through a nip to form a fold. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide Hamilton with pushing blade means as taught by Wakabayshi et al to 
accurately form a fold. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Eugene L Kim whose telephone number is 
703 308-1886. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 703 308-2187. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 




Eugene L Kim 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3721 



